
Greetings in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who continues to show us 
extraordinary favor. I want 
to take a moment to share 

with my Allen church family how blessed 
I am to be called your Pastor. Allen 
is one of the greatest churches in this 
region and in our denomination and it 
is a privilege to pastor some of the most 
wonderful people on this side of glory.

Allen is also one of the most thriving 
inner-city churches in our denomination 
or any denomination, while many 
inner-city churches are losing members 
to mega suburban churches or they are 
losing members because people have lost 
faith in the church, Allen continues to 
serve its community in a multiplicity of 
ways.  



Allen’s Community Development Corporation called “Vision 
of Victory” has been in existence since 2007 and has been 
providing what I call the “3 E’s” for the residents of Ward 8. 
That is Education, Economic Development and Employment. 
Our Early Childhood Development Center, which was re-
constructed in 2009, continues to thrive with great success in 
developing children in Ward 8. 
                                            
In 2013, Central Texas College in Killeen, Texas placed a 
satellite campus on the military base of Boiling Air-force base 
to provide military personnel the opportunity to receive a 
college degree from their college program. In the spring of 
2014, Central Texas College started Saturday classes at Allen 
to help individuals earn their AA degree from their program. 
Fifteen (15) people started this program, including several 
Allen members, and Vision of Victory paid tuition for the first 
semester for all of the students.

Vision of Victory partnered with the University of the District 
of Columbia to provide job training and job placement to 
individuals seeking careers in childcare, healthcare and pipe 
fitting.

Our economic development goal is to develop sixty (60) 
additional affordable housing units behind the Roundtree 
Residences, which will provide affordable housing to military 
veterans.

Allen is socially and politically involved in helping to impact the 
lives of Ward 8 residents, and making a significant difference 
in the lives of people who encounter our ministry. The doors 
of Allen are open seven (7) days a week transforming our 
community in a multiplicity of ways.
                                      
Allen pays the 8th highest denominational budget in our entire 
African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E) denomination. Our 
denomination contributes 50% of its budget to help fund our 
colleges such as, Wilberforce in Ohio, Edwards College 
in South Carolina, and Paul Quinn College in 
Dallas, Texas and many more.
                                  
We may not have dodged storm Jonas, 
which dumped close to 30 inches of snow 
over our region, but we can still thank God 
that we made it through. I am extremely 
excited about 2016, the year of “Elevation”, 
and looking forward to what God is 
going to do next.

Peace, Blessings and Love,

Michael E. Bell Sr.

Allen Chapel’s food pantry, which began in April 2008, 
continues to service the spiritual and physical needs of the 
residents of Ward 8 and other surrounding communities 
through a variety of programs. From July to October 31, 2015, 
the food pantry served 2,384 households and 7,382 persons. 
                                       
During Thanksgiving, the food pantry distributed about 50-75 
turkeys and trimming baskets to families in Ward 8. Also, the 
food pantry, along with our honorary Chair Councilwoman 
LaRuby May, gave over 3,000 turkeys to Ward 8 residents the 
Monday before Thanksgiving. Special thanks to the men of 
Allen who helped unload all the turkeys from two trucks at 
4am in the morning.  

The food pantry holds monthly nutrition classes, performs 
blood pressure checks, when requested, and delivers weekend 
bags of food to 75 students at the Children Center on Sheridan 
St. S.E. The food pantry holds workshops on various topics 
such as, health insurance, housing, aging, utilities, wellness 
and a host of other programs. I want to thank Bro. McKinney 
Crudup for the vision, Sis. Velma Speight, our director, and all 
the volunteers who work so diligently to serve the families of 
Ward 8. What a tremendous blessing our food pantry ministry 
has been and continues to be to Ward 8 and the District of 
Columbia.

Allen takes very seriously Matthew 25:43; where it says; “I was 
a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked and ye clothed me not: 
sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.” Our Missing Links 
Ministry led by the Reverends Yvonne Cooper and Deborah 
Manigault, go to the penal institutions on Sundays to carry the 
gospel message of hope and encouragement to incarcerated 
women and men in the D.C. area.
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